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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP COVENANT
MUSTARD SEED Christian Church - Nagoya
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This document explains what it means to be a member of Mustard Seed Christian Church - Nagoya
by defining what a church member is, outlining your responsibilities as a member, and the church’s
leadership responsibilities to you. It also states the foundational beliefs and values of our church.



A N—2 72OV T About Membership

A N—2 w713 2 What is church membership?

RANN=2y T L F, TR TOFYANEREEA 22 =T A TEEDLWHHOMILE ERZ8H DI T 23RO
LRDOZETT,
Church membership is covenanting together to formalize God’s intention for every Christian to live
in a biblical community.

WA =T D502 Who can become a member?

MUSTARD SEEDZUAF ¥ A TO AL =2 FIILL F O NGEICH N COET,
Membership in Mustard Seed Christian Church is open to anyone who:
o  JEDOMLDI=DITHOME {A TAFYANDIELEIEEF L, HHTDHA
Confesses faith in the death and resurrection of God’s divine Son, Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of sins.

o NEDOFLLTA=AEEATHA
Confesses Jesus as Lord of their life.

o T HEARDIOEAIL S THALEZIT TODA
Has been baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit

® MUSTARD SEEDZYAF v B OEME ASUCFRET LA
Agrees with Mustard Seed Christian Church’s Statement of Faith

o MIEGIZ[FRETHA
Agrees to the Membership Covenant

A=y 34 R EZ DI MIKIZRBIRNEE T2 0BG TEET, SHIZ, AT RIC - RIEETS
TRET, BEBED TIRZAF T PG TEET,

Membership is available to long-term residents of Nagoya and the surrounding area. Furthermore,
those who plan to live in Nagoya temporarily may become a member without conflict with one’s
church membership at his/her permanent residence.

WD A R—|Z725~3%7)>? When should one become a member?

FREME LD FUAME TEE AL, YELEZIT D0, O NI ITHIRER O, — ANl A= 72 8= T
D AN—=ZI0%H_RETT, TTH5, MUSTARD SEEDZUATF ¥ T CHALAZ T 7o NIFHEAL B0 T
D HIZAS—= TR HEPBELNEEZFET,

When someone repents of their sins, confesses Christ as Lord, and is baptized they should
immediately become a member of a local church, usually the local church that baptized them.
Therefore, when someone is baptized at Mustard Seed Christian Church they will be invited to
become a member on the day of their baptism.

MUSTARD SEEDZ VAT 4 ERNMMDEER TOA =2y 7 % (5 B O IR E 22 B CHUSEE R 2 X
IZHFITISOAL TORORIANE R T 2L T 56, 2D NIFEREBRL BR D) —F —ERZTO A
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If a Christian comes to Mustard Seed Christian Church without membership to another local church
(due to moving or other biblical reasons for changing local churches), they may be considered for



membership as soon as they have had enough time to evaluate the church and for the church
leadership to get to know them.
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Membership may be forfeited or transferred by notifying a pastor or church elder of the reason for
doing so. Church membership may also be lost if the member refuses to put reasonable effort
towards repentance of any certain sin. The pastors/elders must unanimously agree to remove
someone from church membership and will only do so after multiple attempts to counsel the
member to live according to God’s Word, the Bible. The pastors must not only instruct the member
to put a stop to the sin in question but must also take steps to provide the church member with the
adequate assistance and support needed to make effort towards overcoming the sin in question
(Matthew 18:15-20).

FAFAL = T72 5720 F A UI W20 TLEH7 2 Do I have to become a member?

WNZL FBEDLZA BRTOFYANE NG AR DA N—IRDHNEZ, LVODITTIEH A, LLRD5, 4
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No. In fact, not every Christian should become a member of this church. However, every Christian
should have one local body of believers wherein they find community, accountability, spiritual
leadership, oversight, and even church discipline. While every Christian is part of the larger global
Church, each individual Christian should commit to one body of believers to grow with, serve
according to your gifts, give to, pray for and fulfill all the “one another’s” of the New Testament.
God has chosen to fulfill his mission through the work of the church, and this is accomplished
when every Christian is doing his or her part in the body of Christ.

BEIIETOFIANEDPREENLRFHEE) —F =y T2 AT OMBERIB T oNETHLLHATHES, ZLT
FROI BB Z a3y M A(ELE Y FH B AT HA Tk 2R T SEN A — ThiHE
EAET, FREFICTHS AL N — LV T =200 b | ORI ERRITEDITDON THET, *
UYARE THLHRBIINT LB ZDOBR DAL N—THLLENDHLHEVIFRTITDHVEE AN, ZOIORELEHEFHE
Wb oD A IS L L T E D HH TLED,

The Bible describes how all Christians should be involved with and committed to a local body of
believers that has all the biblical marks and leadership of a church. The best language that we have
to describe this kind of church involvement and commitment is “member.” Even if “church
member” is not a phrase you will find in the New Testament, the concept is found all throughout
the New Testament. If you are a Christian you do not necessarily need to be a member at our
church, but you should have that kind of commitment and involvement at some local church.

ErRoTANR—=12725DH>2 How does someone become a member?
1. A=y 7 ERE G Read the Membership Covenant

2. A=y HEAEIZEA, B4 75 Fill out and sign the Membership Application
3. AN—IRDTHDEHRT D Have a membership interview



MSCC4 FHEA L 3—3 73 Membership Covenant of MSCC - Nagova

ZOERITIT2>DOMIESHYET, This covenant goes two ways:

1.
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Church members commit to Mustard Seed Christian Church - Nagoya as their local church
body. This involves acknowledging a desire to submit to biblical church authority and a
commitment to the other church members to love, serve, encourage, and pray for one
another. Membership identifies the leadership to whom members submit and the fellow

Christians to whom members are joined.

BV = —EIA =2 F L ALR EL, #70, Bx, B<SEIITIv D, A=y IZdioT
V—=F —ENFINT T L, BTE T2 _EEIEDFER DD S AR S D,

The church leadership commits to give counsel, serve, encourage, pray for, teach and guide
church members. Membership identifies the Christians to whom the leadership is to provide
spiritual care and oversight.

MUSTARD SEEDZUATF > 2 ORAE REFITLL FOFIZFRETS
Pastors/Elders of Mustard Seed Christian Church agree to the following:

FAEIIEZ R > TA NN —DOFEELKUTNT | FUANIH DR Z RO | #RO@E AT 201 KU 2 Atk
THEELENET(V4:11-16),

We covenant to lovingly care for you, seek your growth in Christ, and equip you for the
work of ministry (Ephesians 4:11-16).

FEIAAN—(CHEPLHEA BETOELENET(R 77 4:1-5, ##11£20:27-28),
We covenant to teach and counsel you from the Scriptures (2 Timothy 4:1-5, Acts
20:27-28).

AT AL N — T E DB D D D Fa NS TR N D | DA T3 T2 DI BT 2
FAEET(1£2:42-47,4:32-35; 55—/ %3:16-18),

We covenant to help you in times of need as your needs are made known. (Acts
2:42-47,4:32-35; 1 John 3:16-18).

FEITHEPOAEE LN 2 KISV BRI B O HRE 2R N 250 &), BRI, L
FroTEEL, HOTUWSEHEEZZENWET (B 2 18:16-21),

We covenant to faithfully and wisely steward the financial resources entrusted to us by the
congregation, providing reports of Mustard Seed Christian Church's financial status upon
request (2 Corinthians 8:16-21).

FLEIFEEE A EEN B E OBV OB EE THND ThHOLFLEENET(E—TE73:1-13, 5:17-22,
T RAL:5-9, H—~715:1-4),

We covenant that your elders and deacons will meet the biblical qualifications found in the
Scriptures (1 Timothy 3:1-13, 5:17-22, Titus 1:5-9, 1 Peter 5:1-4).



6. FLEIZMINGU TSR AT FHEZENF T (=X 118:15-20, 122V 85, BT7T7Y6:1),
We covenant to exercise church discipline when necessary (Matthew 18:15-20, 1
Corinthians 5, Galatians 6:1).

7. FETEHEEZZON BEORUIINE LT, TEDMVALEDHRDAI2=T AT DO LERD S
FAENET(H1£20:28, 37 15:1-5),
We covenant to seek God’s will for our church community to the best of our ability as we
study the Scriptures and follow the Holy Spirit (Acts 20:28, 1 Peter 5:1-5).

8. R=BIFEE A N—EL TORENE AL N—EEI TR L CQOKEHTINA, ZOBHILe D F B NET
(BE—aU M1, BUES:NT, BT ET4:12),
We covenant to set an example and to join you in fulfilling the duties of church members (1
Corinthians 11, Philippians 3:17, 1 Timothy 4:12).

9. F=BITHORETHIHEEZ LD, BV, BO%RR - TR 5 HA2 LW ET (137 15:1-5, ~7/113:17)

We covenant to willingly, eagerly, and joyfully shepherd God’s flock, the church (1 Peter
5:1-5, Hebrews 13:17).

MUSTARD SEEDZYAF Y BZ DAL S—(TLL FOZEICFE TS
Members of Mustard Seed Christian Church agree to the following:

1. FNIATAFVARPET MO F-FIANTHLEEALET (7F116:16), FAFATADIENDLI AN Z ST
FHEEL ATAPROETHLEEALET (m—+10:9),
I confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God (Matthew 16:16). I believe that
Jesus is risen from the dead and confess him to be my Lord (Romans 10:9).

2. FNFEMEAXETA TORRLRBZLTOET,
I have read and am in agreement with the Statement of Faith.

3. RAIMOREZHR . X BT DLV BLEAG 52 DI TWDRE Z/AETZEOBE LT MEOL LIED
ZLEBENET(~T3:1T, BT r=45:12-13),
I submit myself to the care and direction of the elders/pastors of this local church, knowing
they are charged by God with the responsibility of teaching, leading, and shepherding the
church (Hebrews 13:17, 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13).

4, FUIHS TOAFITERNCHEL, BENIR2 =T ICBDAFICL o TR IR MHR DA —5E
SOMRE B R U2 N EENE T (FRE119:97, 105, f#1E2:42-47, ~7/110:23-25),
I covenant to demonstrate my commitment to Christ and fellow church members through
my regular participation in the corporate worship services and involvement in biblical
community (Psalms 119:97, 105, Acts 2:42-47, Hebrews 10:23-25).

5. FNTEHIMNCEEEZFIA ATV, AREL, 2800 ZOMEE % OFRIFIICK AN TR EOBE R BERE
MEFF T DB ET,
I covenant to maintain a close relationship with the Lord through regular Bible reading,
prayer, evangelism, fellowship, and the practice of the other spiritual disciplines.

6. FMIHRDLIES ST TG A AV TMUSTARD SEEDZY AT s LB O 5 23T LiF T
SHEEENET(FE—T714:10-11, 1—<12:1-8, F—=UF2:7-13),
I covenant to use the spiritual gifts God has given me for the building up of the church, both
at Mustard Seed Christian Church and the universal church (1 Peter. 4:10-11, Romans



10.

12:1-8, 1 Corinthians 12:7-13).

AR, W9, Fie, BB RESIT AL G T DS B PEA IELE R 2 F 2BV ET, £
AUZIIMUSTARD SEEDZUAF ¥ Bz ~OE R, BRE IS B ek THRITOIEb & EnEd
(55— R8- 9, TrY5:15-18, m—12:1-2, Tr/4:1-16, HTTY5:22- 26. [ =3:9-10),

I covenant to properly manage the resources God has given me, including my time, gifts
and talents, attitudes, finances, and possessions, including regular giving to Mustard Seed
Christian Church that is both sacrificial and cheerful (2 Corinthians 8 and 9, Ephesians
5:15-18, Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 4:1-16, Galatians 5:22- 26. Proverbs 3:9-10).

FAFZEDREEDFEAE TG BT T BN BB DO FIRAEO FLENET (v F(18:15-17, HTTF
6:1-5)

I covenant to follow the biblical procedures of church discipline if the need should ever
arise (Matthew 18:15-17, Galatians 6:1-5).

FAIIMUSTARD SEEDZUAF ¥ Bz DAL /N—i, V= — 5% ihEL, EHDT=DIH o FAENE
(I R13:34, HTTY5:13, FH—7 V=511, v=a75:16),

I covenant to love, encourage, and pray for the members and the leadership of Mustard Seed
Christian Church, (John 13:34, Galatians 5:13, 1 Thessalonians 5:11, James 5:16).

FNFACTORESLCIEDIE FEHEL L COM S BEOMHBIIEWET GFR 119, 5 7 E73:16-17),
I submit to the authority of the Scriptures as the final arbiter on all issues (Psalm 119, 2
Timothy 3:16-17).



H8EA: E145 B30 APPENDIX A: Statement of Faith

LUF OREITRLENIEFE B O Ly L2 > T UEL T a £ L TV E T, MUSTARD SEEDZUAF >
BRDA = TREINU T OMEEFRTLEIROLNET,

The doctrines below represent what we believe to be the core elements of biblical teaching. We
expect all members of Mustard Seed Christian Church to affirm these doctrines.

fi

FT=BIE, TR TOANEETHENERLL:) | 37225757 THO(A Y 6:1-3), ZKEIZ =L — KRR [E—~T 1
1:2], 7 [F/120:28], BESE [#1E5:3-4]) THLME— DM EE LU ET(E— 7TET2:5),

God

We believe in one God (1 Timothy 2:5), creator of all things (Genesis 1:1), holy (Isaiah 6:1-3), and

eternally existing in three persons: Father (1 Peter 1:2), Son (John 20:28), and Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3-4).

AT A

A= HIF, AT AFUARD, HHEW TR, KIEOEDLFEEL TBOLND(A0 Y A(1:16-17) IO OEN T THHI L
ZELET(ENR1:1,14, 3:16; ~T /1118, 10), F7obiE, ZOT5A, ZRIZIWT, BRICIVED, k<7 k0
AEFIUTIR T2 (VII1:34-35), FZEDMTHY, FZLD N2d 5 THN(ITT77 Y 4:4-5), BEDOHZLITIAIZ, 5EEER
APEEDED | FLT= B O FEDT= IS8 20 DR e BT ML CHTFLED TR ChHE(E—al M 5:3;
T IV4:15; 10:11-14), SIS L AR Z0(F— 2V 5:4; L H24:36-43), RICHDAHGE1:9), BREDR 72D
FOFIZEL CTEBOLNDL T THLHEETET(~T/V1:3),

Jesus

We believe that Jesus Christ is the one and only Son of God (John 1:1, 14; 3:16; Hebrews 1:8, 10) who is
not created but has existed from eternity (Colossians 1:16-17). In the Incarnation, he was conceived of
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary (Luke 1:34-35) as truly human and truly God (Galatians
4:4-5). He lived a perfect life and died on the cross as a perfect and complete sacrifice for our sins
according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3; Hebrews 4:15; 10:11-14). Further, he rose bodily from
the dead (1 Corinthians 15:4; Luke 24:36-43) and ascended into heaven (Acts 1:9), where he sits at the
right hand of God the Father (Hebrews 1:3).

Bi%E

FT=BIZ, BERRDMD, FKIEDENHKIEDAKIZEDET, RIpDM, F72olDERIR—BDOWITFIESID
FFCHHIEEECET(FFF139:7; ~Z128:19; I/ NR15:26; 55—/ 14:8, 12-13), FL7=HI%, ZDH A, HHIZIRER
HEH(ENF16:8) | FEAZHAEITE (T NF3:5; ThA3:5), 2 TCOFVANEDILITETOND(E/ NFT:39; 14:17;
P—8:9-11)F THHILEFELET, ZOHIFFIANEDIBIETDONLIET, FYANEZMO e HIRU(TZ
TY4:6), WRIZAEX AL DI2OD A2 (0—~8:13; 77T Y5:16-23; #—V b 2:7; 5 23U F3:6), KiED
TLRERFESND(E Vb 1:21-22, 5:5: =~2/1:13-14) i CHHEEUET,

Holy Spirit

We believe the Holy Spirit exists eternally in perfect union with God the Father and God the Son (Psalm
139:7; Matthew 28:19; John 15:26; 1 John 4:8, 12-13). He convicts the world of sin (John 16:8),
regenerates the sinner (John 3:5; Titus 3:5), and indwells the believer (John 7:39; 14:17; Romans 8:9-11).
Through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit he identifies the believer as God’s child, (Galatians 4:6),
empowers the believer for godly living (Romans 8:13; Galatians 5:16-23) and service (1 Corinthians 12:7;
2 Corinthians 3:6), and guarantees the believer’s eternal hope (2 Corinthians 1:21-22, 5:5; Ephesians
1:13-14).



BE

FA=BIE, BENIEFREDIC(~HA22:43; f#1E1:6, 4:25, 28:25-27, ~T V3.7, &—~701:11-12; F—TE75:18;
BT 13:15-16), FRELIZBWTIZRAD D72V GHER 19:7-9; 2/53F 10:35; 7T RAL:2), MO EEEZT IO HZ LR
THYEE T ET 3:16). NHDORNEI DI ZZAD5EAIRHRR(AEDE 13:1-5, 18:20-22, 29:29; % T F7

3:15), TXRTOFVANEDEMEZED NAEITH LT, B ORISR R Ob D THHUEUET (R MEE 4:2;
S 30:5-6; X A5:17-19; BURER 22:18-19;5 7 E73:16-17),

The Bible

We believe the scriptures, both Old (Matthew 22:43; Acts 1:6, 4:25, 28:25-27; Hebrews 3:7; 1 Peter
1:11-12) and New Testaments (1 Timothy 5:18; 2 Peter 3:15-16), to be the inspired Word of God (2
Timothy 3:16) without error in the original writings (Psalm 19:7-9; John 10:35; Titus 1:2), the complete
revelation of his will for the salvation of men (Deuteronomy 13:1-5, 18:20-22, 29:29; 2 Timothy 3:15),
and the Divine and final authority for all Christian faith and life (Deuteronomy 4:2; Proverbs 30:5-6;
Matthew 5:17-19; Revelation 22:18-19; 2 Timothy 3:16-17).

UNEil=d

FT=BIE, TRTO A ONT=HITEDILTODEE U E T (AL 1:26-28; ¥=273:9), LNL7e3 5, FEO#E R
ELTHEMED 3; m—~5:12; 55—V M 5:21-22), FAESNDLLHTORRE TITAR I W TRY(r—+3:9-20, 8:8; —
~22:1-3), FKIEOTENED AL TNET(FFA25:46; INF3:18; B—8:1; 55— FHu=41:5-10),

Humanity and Sin

We believe that all humanity is created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-28; James 3:9). However, as a
result of sin (Genesis 3; Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22), all unregenerate humanity is now in
rebellion against God (Romans 3:9-20, 8:8; Ephesians 2:1-3) and under eternal condemnation (Matthew

25:46; John 3:18; Romans 8:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10).

R

FLT=BIE, BT, EAEDODZIT, FUARDEINIE S TOARBTZLSFUT R 14:6; #5E4:10-12, 15:11; 7—~4:5;
HT77%2:16; £372:8-9) A TAFUANDSERTLGENELE H ROV DIELAFIED H3, [FUAHE T R TOHRREIR L,
FALDARILE 72D Z (1 —~3:21-26, 4:22-25; 55 2 b5:21), TLC ELAE X T R THOF-LENALZEEELF
T (A—~8:15-17; W77 Y4:4-7; F—~713:18; BURER21:1-7),

Salvation

We believe that salvation is by grace alone through faith alone (Acts 15:11; Romans 4:5; Galatians 2:16;
Ephesians 2:8-9) in Christ alone (John 14:6; Acts 4:10-12). The perfect obedience and sacrificial death of
Jesus Christ and his resurrection provide the only ground for justification, sanctification, and
glorification for all who believe (Romans 3:21-26, 4:22-25; 2 Corinthians 5:21), and those who believe

become the children of God (Romans 8:15-17; Galatians 4:4-7; 1 Peter 3:18; Revelation 21:1-7).

FYZRD T

FA=HiE, FVART H EDRBEZ LR (G R14:3; H5E1:11 5 —T a=44:16), S5EITMH T(FZ116:27, 24:30,
253D NRSTRONDZE, ZLTEDFEEIMELHE D H & OB I EFAATRDEIRNZEEF U ET (w4 A
16:24-28; ~/L718:34-38; #5—3/\%3:2-3),

Return of Christ

We believe in the personal, bodily (John 14:3; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:16), and glorious (Matthew
16:27, 24:30, 25:31) return of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that Christ’s return has a vital bearing on the
personal life and service of the believer (Matthew 16:24-28; Mark 8:34-38; 1 John 3:2-3).



G L KE

A= i, FEENREZ L TIEIGETHZE(F Vb 5:35-49), LT, A TANEZ TCWAE LA ELSIEN
NAHZE(~HA25:31-33 T T~ D)EEUET, SIFXITBWT, £ FUrEE2 LB H LRI T KEON
EEBENI(FHA25:14-23, 34; FH—THa=7r 4:13-18), (5 U72\WE A KIED I E] L AKIEDPR N (= H125:46; 5 —
THE=1:5-10)EDHIET,

Resurrection and Eternal States

We believe in the bodily resurrection of the dead (1 Corinthians 15:35-49) and that Jesus will judge the
living and the dead (Matthew 25:31-33; 2 Timothy 4:1): of the believer to everlasting blessedness
(Matthew 25:34) and joy (Matthew 25:14-23) with their Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18), and the

unbeliever to eternal punishment (Matthew 25:46) and eternal destruction (2 Thessalonians 1:5-10).

B

FAT=BIE, BEOBEIT B 7 E72:19), A=AFYANMAFNELLTET (1€ 16:30-31; =<V1:13), BEIZE-T
FESI (3/373:5-6; 7 hA3:4-7), A ZANNLE THAHF VARSI IT# 2> TS T _XTD A& IZE>TERE
NAHLETET(EE—aVM2:12-13; =3/4:15-16),

FA7=BId, MR, RN BE O EIZBT 5 BICR A DR THH(MEIE:31; m—~16:5; =l M6:19)E
FLET, HIBESITEDEEEZE MR, N T T AL EDOBBEOILIMERITLUET (75 128:18-20; #i4:2:37-38;
0—<6:3-4; HF5—aV82:1-5, 15:1-8, 11:17-34; HF7¥3:27; 85— T €7 4:16; 5 _7E71:13-14),

Church

We believe that the true Church (2 Timothy 2:19) is composed of all such persons who have saving faith
in Jesus Christ (Acts 16:30-31; Ephesians 1:13) and have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit (John 3:5-6;
Titus 3:4-7) and are united in the body of Christ of which he is the head (1 Corinthians 12:12-13;
Ephesians 4:15-16).

We believe local churches are the visible and earthly expression of the universal church (Acts 9:31; Romans
16:5; 1 Corinthians 16:19). Local churches proclaim the true gospel message and administer the ordinances of
baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 2:37-38; Romans 6:3-4; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, 15:1-8,
11:17-34; Galatians 3:27; 1 Timothy 4:16; 2 Timothy 1:13-14).



f14B: w2k APPENDIX B: Theological Distinctives

MUSTARD SEEDZYATF ¥ B2, HEROEINE A SE SR 2MOBR LOENEL IO AR L AL
TWET, LRI L R E DIDNTEH )L, EDTTIANZ AN TOLK DR E ST oM TY, FhiE
FETOHBA NP NHOMFERV R R T DLV FHARDITLEEAD, ZNHDOMFERIRHSIL S Ba D
ETOMENTENTSHFIEEINDW THY | BRA N —BIIINOER LT DEX H B2 HF L TEEE A,

Mustard Seed Christian Church also has theological distinctives that distinguish our church from
other churches who would affirm our Statement of Faith. These distinctives shape the way Mustard
Seed Christian Church is led and the direction the church is headed. Members are not expected to
agree with all of these distinctives, but members should expect that the distinctives will be
maintained in all ministry environments at Mustard Seed Christian Church, and members may not
teach contrary to them.

VEALZRAL T 5% MUSTARD SEEDZUATF o i CIIEALIZIAE LI A = AT U AA~DE A AL
(ZDHRT N THDHEVIFEEDS EIME OYEALIZAT> TOET, Lo T BT BITS RIS, BB L=0b
(AEME A& T 2HBEETEROFEADOTALITITOER Ay FUEOERITHES N2 OHIZHHRBEALIZ DN T,
ESTARREFF > TOD T ROLFLIEL TOET, TIDD, Ao bLTESTALBLA R > TV DB LN - TE
DNBRA SR DE AR TIEHVET Ao LLARRD, O AN IRTEALEHEE T oM PRI B R Z AL T
LFEROFTL, YALBIZE R ICHES TOXEE LSRN FEL RO T, (v4128:18-20, 1—~6:3-5, v XA
26:26-28, HFi—11:23-26)

Baptism by Immersion: At Mustard Seed Christian Church, we practice “believer’s baptism,”
believing that baptism is appropriately administered only to those who give a thoughtful profession
of faith in Jesus Christ. For this reason, we will not baptize infants or small children that are unable
to make a thoughtful profession of faith. We understand that some within our church family may
have different convictions about the value of infant baptism. Therefore, we will not necessarily
exclude from membership those who do not agree with our position on baptism, though we do
expect that they have a theologically defensible reason for holding to infant baptism and that they
will not allow this issue to cause division in the church. (Matthew 28:18-20, Romans 6:3-5,
Matthew 26:26—28, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26)
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Complementarianism: Men and women are absolutely equal in essence, dignity, and value but are
distinct by divine design. As part of God’s good created order, men and women are to have
different yet complementary roles and responsibilities in the home and church. As it relates to the
church, men and women are both expected to lead; however, the office of elder is reserved for
qualified men. (1 Timothy 3; Titus 1)
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Gifts of the Holy Spirit: We affirm that all Christians should be eager to use and pursue spiritual
gifts as granted by the Holy Spirit. Regarding the gifts of the Spirit, our church’s beliefs and
practices are guided by the following biblical principles.
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The sufficiency of Scripture as the only authoritative source for all belief and practice.
Spiritual gifts today do not produce any authoritative revelation about the character and
nature of God or a binding declaration of his will for all believers. (2 Tim 3:16-17)
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The primary use of spiritual gifts is for the common good and edification of the entire
church body. Spiritual gifts may edify the individual, but are not evidence for salvation or
higher spirituality, and must never allow for an elitist mentality. An individual’s standing
before God is based solely on faith in Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:7, 11.)
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The exercise of individual gifts during gathering times must not be allowed to bring
disorder or shift the focus away from the foundational centerpiece of ministry: gospel
proclamation. Furthermore, we affirm the pattern of Scripture that other supernatural
expressions of the Holy Spirit (such as miracles or healing) are indeed viable today, but
subservient to gospel proclamation.
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End Times Views: We believe in the future, physical, visible, personal, and glorious return of Jesus
that could happen at any moment. We believe that the promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus
Christ. As such, we do not believe in a secret rapture of the church. Rather, the return of Jesus will
usher in the resurrection of the dead and the glorification of those alive in Christ, the judgment of
the just and the unjust, and the fulfillment of Christ’s kingdom in the new heavens and the new
earth. At this time, Satan and his hosts and all those outside Christ, will be finally separated from
the benevolent presence of God, enduring eternal conscious punishment (Rev. 20:7-15). Those who
are in Christ will receive glorious bodies and will live and reign with God forever, serving Him and
giving Him unending praise and glory. Then the eager expectation of creation will be fulfilled, and
the whole earth shall proclaim the glory of God, who makes all things new (Rev. 21:1-5).
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Mission:

The mission of Mustard Seed Christian Church Nagoya is to glorify God by making
Christ-centered disciples.
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Definition of a Christ-centered disciple:

A Christ-centered disciple surrenders all to following, being changed by, and making disciples of
Jesus.

(iR
Values:
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Gospel Truth: We believe all Scripture points to the Good News that through Jesus we are
reconciled to God. We are committed to teaching the truth of God’s Word and guarding sound
doctrine.
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Gospel Experience: We believe that God intends for us to live in the enjoyment of experiencing his
love for us in his Son. A true experience of the gospel leads to joyful expressions of worship to
God. We are committed to loving God with our heart, soul, mind, and strength as we worship him
in spirit and in truth.
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Gospel Community: We believe that in the gospel God has not only reconciled us to himself but to
each other. The gospel changes how we relate to, interact with, and identify one another--regardless
of our ethnicity, social status, age, or demographic, we are all one in Christ. We are committed to
being a culture of community that is informed, empowered, unified, and transformed by the gospel.
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Gospel Obedience: We believe that through the victory of Jesus we are set free from the power of
sin and that through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in our lives we are empowered to live lives
worthy of the calling of his gospel. We are committed to continually growing as disciples as we
obey the call of the gospel to deny ourselves and follow Jesus in every area of our lives.
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Gospel Mission: We believe that Christians have the joyful responsibility of sharing the good news
of Jesus with everyone. Compelled by our love for God and our love for others, we are committed
to proclaiming the gospel, making disciple-making-disciples, and planting churches.
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The consistent pattern throughout the New Testament is that each local body of believers is
shepherded by a plurality of qualified, male pastors/elders. Pastors/elders are called to a number of
specific duties including prayer, Scripture study, shepherding and caring for the people in the
church, equipping the saints to do ministry, living exemplary lives, preaching and teaching, praying
for the sick, teaching sound doctrine and refuting error.
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Key Points:
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Mustard Seed Christian Church is led and governed by a plurality of qualified male elders.
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Mustard Seed Christian Church is not a congregational-led church with member voting.
Decisions are made by the elders with counsel from the congregation.

BT 5 —7 £ 7 3:1-7, 7 hA1:6-9, (H7£20:28, Hi—~X7 1524, ~7)V13:17, F—TE75:17
Scripture: 1 Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:6-9, Acts 20:28, 1 Peter 5:2—4, Hebrews 13:17, 1 Timothy 5:17



